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sacralisation and the mapping sentence
Until the early 1990s, the secularisation of modern societies was generally assumed 
in the research literature ( Davie 2013 ). From that time on, the secularity of Europe 
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social science research specifically designed for inquiries into complex multivariate 
events, whereas “ a mapping sentence states a research domain’s contents in terms 
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into collective and individual ways of expression ( c ), mentioned above aspects of 
sacralisation ( D ), early and contemporary forms of the sacred ( F ) of various spatial 
units  ( E ). Later on  in  the paper,  this multidimensional model of  sacralisation  is 
applied to the case of Gdynia. 
development of the religious landscape in gdynia by 1945
The religious need to express faith in the “ other ” world as well as the opportunity 
to do  just  that must have been well-developed before World War II, because  in 
a relatively short period of  time,  less  than two decades, a village of small  fisher-
men was  transformed  into  a large  city with  several new churches  and  convents. 


























demographic  and  territorial  growth,  resulted  in  the establishment of numerous 
roman catholic parishes and religious order houses in Gdynia ( Przybylska 2008 ). 






religious  landscape was  also  characterised by  several  patron  saints  ( St.  Peter, 













man  authorities. During  the nazi  occupation,  in  the  years  1939–1945,  the  city 
did not suffer severe devastation although some precious figures of saints and old 
St. Joseph’s church were demolished. The above mentioned church of St. Mary 
Queen of Poland was converted by  the Germans  in 1939  to a Protestant church 
dedicated to Martin Luther and St. John’s Street ( ul. Świętojańska ) to Hitlerstrasse. 
sacralisation in gdynia today









catholics per 100 inhabitants ( Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Poland 2011 , 207 ). 
religiosity in the diocese, measured by the percentage of registered parishioners 









a pope  in  the  years  1978–2005,  famous  all  over  the world,  is  one non-religious 




because  the papal monument  stands  along  the historical  St.  John’s Street near 
St. Mary Queen of Poland church. 
In 1994, a similar symbolic location was chosen for a 25-metre cross built on the 














memorial markers  offer  a meeting place  for  communication,  remembrance  and 
reflection, separate from everyday. ”







( and  sacralisation )  are  religious ones. other needs  ( aesthetic,  psychological )  are 




religious expression  is  strongly determined by external  factors  such  as politics, 
culture, natural environment, economics and the number of adherents, all of which 
are addressed next. 
opportunities ( B )
Apart  from  the natural  environment  ( coastal  location of Gdynia )  and economic 
factors ( financial capacity of religious communities ), political conditions are clearly 












belonged  to 2 orders  and 3  congregations.  It  is  characteristic  that half  of  them 
were established before  the beginning of  the 1980s and the second half  in  the 









of  government policy  relative  to  the roman catholic church. The  1980s  saw 
the establishment of 6 new houses of religious orders in Gdynia, i.e. more than 
in the two previous decades. 
Politics  also  affected  the  activity  of  religious  orders. At  the beginning  of  the 
1960s, nuns were dismissed from work at schools and hospitals. Today in Gdynia, 
four educational facilities run by the religious were established after 1989, the year 





















Source : Author’s own work based on Schematyzm Archidiecezji Gdańskiej 2011 ( 2011 ) and Przybylska ( 2008 ). 














5  years  the number  of permanent  inhabitants  grew 15,000 or more  resulting  in 







Source : Author’s own work based on Schematyzm Archidiecezji Gdańskiej 2011 ( 2011 ), Statistical Yearbook of 
Gdynia City ( 2001, 2006, 2011 ) and Rocznik Statystyczny Miasta Gdyni 1986 ( 1986 ).






















Gdynia city street plan – date of issue Database TERYT
1947 1957 1969 1987 1996 2006 03.09. 2013
Patron saint 4 4 4 4 6 9 11











































Source : Author’s own study based on the Statistical Yearbook of Gdynia City 2006 ( for 1985–2000 ) ; Statistical 
Yearbook of Gdynia City 2011 ( for 2010 ).
Table 2. rise of the standard of living in Gdynia in 1985 – 2010
Standard of living indicators 1985 1990 2000 2010
Passenger cars 27,718 40,075 77,421 111,965
Average number of persons per dwelling 3.3 3.14 2.85 2.36










culture  consists  of material  artefacts  and  intangibles,  for  instance works  of  art, 
















other hand,  limits urban growth  in  the eastern direction. The natural environ-
ment did not initiate, stop or accelerate the process of sacralisation ; nevertheless, 
geographic  features helped  it  concentrate  in  a specific  area.  It  is  a post-glacial 
valley in which, already in the pre-war period, commercial and residential areas 
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Source : Author’s own work. 
Fig. 4. Districts’ boundaries of Gdynia 
Photo 1. A memorial cross in Morska Street 
Source: Author's archive, 2011.
Photo 2. The memorable day of pope's 
death celebrated by his monument 
Source: Author's archive, 2005.
Photo 3. The entrance to St. Anthony Church
Source: Author's archive, 2011.
Photo 4. A religious outdoor advertisement on St. Anthony Church
Source: Author's archive, April 2011.
Photo 5. Old profanum and new sacrum  
in post-socialist housing estate
Source: Author's archive, 2013.
Photo 6. Old sacrum and new profanum  
in waterfront
Source: Author's archive, 2010.
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the American religious landscape, mentions that “ with depressing frequency, one 
comes across small crosses, floral displays, photos, and inscriptions memorializing 

























of  streets, mentioned  in Table 1,  yield  a nominative dimension of  sacralisation. 
The three aspects of sacralisation are not always distinct. The coexistence of an 
























not  only  architectural  elements  ( church,  cross )  but nominative  ( words )  as well. 
There is a kind of religious advertisement, typical of catholic churches in Poland 
for about 10 years, hanged above the entrance to a church ( Photo 4 ). It is changed 




























































The example  of  a city  in northern Poland  comprehensively  illustrated needs 
and opportunities, described as facets A and B, as the basis for the development of 
sacred structures. Although any religious landscape is a mixture of different factors, 
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